“I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.”
(John 10:10 NSRV)

(Gopd Schools
Pennsyivania

vy Hed Coaria

Good Schools Pennsylvania -t

O God, Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer of all children, bless we pray those who care
for children in homes, schools, churches and institutions. As we hear Jesus’ promise to
children in their quest for education for meaningful lives. Strengthen us as we speak the

truth in love to powers and principalities in our state. Amen.
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Faith will inform and motivate our efforts on behalf of

children and will, in turn, be strengthened by this practical effort
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in discipleship.
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God of all children you came to dwell among us as a child. You have taught us to work
for justice and to do mercy. As we take up this new effort and ministry for all children in
Pennsylvania whom you love give us your grace and wisdom. Bless us and our efforts that

all your children may live the lives for which they were created. Amen.
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God of justice stay near to us and strengthen our resolve to We know, O God, that all that we have is a trust from

resist easy but inequitable solutions that value some children, you. Yet, we sometimes behave as selfish and jealous

some neighborhoods and some schools more than others. Let children. Our society, we confess, often gives greater

Good Schools it not be said of us that we helped pervert your justice and ! e resources to the priorities of the powerful - not those
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denied your children and schools. Amen. greatest in need. Help us to be staunch advocates for the

Gﬂcﬁ‘d Sd-éﬂ?ﬂfﬁ material and financial resources our children and schools
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' @ P enns 'l"'i"l vanid need in our complex society. Teach us not to be tight-fisted
6 Every Hid Counts. byt to open our hands and hearts that children might live and

4 learn fully. Amen.
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God of history and God of the futures, attend to us with your Spirit
we pray. Quicken in us our sense of vocation and calling to our
advocacy for children. When we are frightened, discouraged and lacking

in ability, renew in us your command to ‘Stand and be courageous.’
Good Schools
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—— by your grace in the strong name of Jesus, we pray. Amen.

Keep us from arrogance, impatience and superiority. Perfect our efforts
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In every age, O God, you call men and women into service as
teachers, aides, administrators, nurses, coaches and
counselors in our schools. By your strong arm shield those

who work with our children from cynicism, indifference and

despair. Bless those who work with our children with energy,

4

' intelligence, diligence and broadness of spirit. Help us to
G{?ﬂ‘d Sﬁéppfs provide to teachers and staff opportunities for professional

Penns ':,q" vania growth, time for personal rest and financial support that

Every Kid Counits: dignifies and rewards their high calling. Amen.
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“In each community, the local United Methodist Church is responsible for

being a catalyst in helping the entire community become sensitive to the

issues of public education.” “We believe that our country must again
recommit itself to public education and be willing to pay taxes sufficient to
develop quality education, and attract and retain quality teachers."

2004 United Methodist Book of Resolutions, Paragraph 262
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Holy God you gave to us the world’s most famous poor
child as a helpless infant. You have told us that when we
receive such children we receive you. Give us brave and

generous hearts to work for a world where young children
are safe, secure and nurtured to become lifelong learners. We
pray in the name of the child of long ago. Amen.



We give thanks, O God, for the blessings of liberty and the
precious freedom to worship you in spirit and truth. Even in this
land that we love we must cry out when we see policies and

practices which work hardship and deny opportunity. Guide us

Good Schools ~ thatwe may not seek to impose our faith on others or so fear Good Schools " children to stumble. Guide us in our planning and action
Pennsyivania public criticism that in our silence we fail to be your witnesses Pennsyivana that in your name we may bless the lives of children in
e in the world. Amen. Evevy Hid Cowats, gaining the needed resources for their schools. Amen.
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Our God we pray on this occasion for the strength,
insight and courage it will require to move the stumbling
blocks which confront our children. Aid us as we seek to

educate ourselves and others to those things which cause



